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NEW CONSTITUTION } 


OF THE 


PRETENDED SYNoD, which firſt met 
at Mr, G1B's Houſe, April 10. 1747. 


UNMASKE D: 


In a SPEECH read 8 them at 
EDINBURGH, APRIL 7th, 1748. 


W 4 FR 
An APPENDIX, containing a few REMARKS illu- 
ſtrating the foreſaid SpEECH: And likeways 
ſome Advices to Chriſtians anemt their Behaviour 
under the preſent Diſpenſations of Providence. 


BY WILLIAM HUTTON, A. M. 
Minifter ft eO ipel in the AHViciatedongregation at Stove, 


N. B. The faid SrEE CH was the ſole Foundation of 
the pretended Sentences of Deps/ition and Excommu- 
nication paſſed againſt him, by the ſeparating Brethren. 


Is 4 an Xvi. 5. ----- Tour Brethren tht bated you, that caſt yen 
out for my Name's Sake, ſaid, Let tt Lord be glorified * But be 
all appear to our Joy, and they ſpall be aſhamed, 0 
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HE following Spkkck had never 

ſeen the Light, had not the pretended: 
Sentence of Depoſition and Excom- 
munication been paſt againſt me on Account 


- it. It was this that laid me under a Ne- 


ceſſity to appeal to the World, concerning the 
Tniquity of ſuch an awful Cenſure; about 
which I may ſay in the Words of Job, in an- 


©. other Caſe, Chap. 3. 4, 5. — Let not God 


regard it from above, neither let the Light 
ſhine upon it. Let Darkneſs and the Sa 
A 2 __ dow © 
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5 wp with that new Conſtitution of the Brethren, . 


— 


çeit, that what is here advanced will remove 


Prejndices are too deep! 'y rocted in many to be 


. 7 
' dow of Dads Rain it, let a Cloud Iwett up- 
on it, let the Blackneſs of the Day terrify it. 


T have not the Vanity to entertain a Con- 


#he Prejudices of theſe who have already taken 


in Mr, Gib's Honſe, upon the 10th of April, 
1747. J find, by Experience, that theſe 


cured, either by Seriprare or Reaſon; but, 
T hope, this Speech may be of Uſe to them 
who are in ſome Demure about the Lawfulnels 
of that Conſtitution, and may, thro' the Bleſs — 
Ing of God, prevent their being oy in this 


dangerous S N2re, 


* 


Flow eren: that Conſtitution 7s from 
e Conſtitution F the Aſſociate Synod, you 
ill. find in this Paper; as alſo how iniquous 
and unjuſt, as it has ſapped and overturned 
the Foundation of Presbytery, and cannot be | 
juſtified by any Arguments which will not ; 
Fer Violence to that Parity, which ſtands *' 
and falls with Presoytery itſelf, Whatever 
Meabneſs may appear in the Way of handling 


the Arguments advanced in Favours of my _ 


Opinion, about that new Conſtitution, yet ++» + 


the Arguments themſelves are ſuch, that, upon of 
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the Principles of e may, without 
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Boaſting, laugh at the ſhaking of our Bre- 


thren's Spear againſt them. 


Tam nt ignorant that there are different 


Sentiments about my Appearance before theſe 


Brethren ; ſome reckon it imprudent, and o- 


2 thers mean, ti do it; the Views of Men about 


it give me no Uneaſineſs : Their Citation 
and Libel J received only as a Call, in Pro- 


4 ovidence, to exoner my Conſcience about that 


Conſtitution, which is a Reproach to Pref 
bytery itſelf, and has given ſuch a ound to 
the Kinsdom of Chriſt, as tends, in its Na- 


. ture, to bring a Teſtimony, hſted up againſt 


a Courſe of Backſliding, into the higheſt Con- 
Fempt. dare not, as yet, entertain a Grudge 
that I appeared in the above Shape before 


them; their pretended Cenſures I deſire to 


bear with Patience, and t9 eſteem them as the 
Re proach of Chriſt, and io apply to myſelf the 
Comfort of theſe Words of our Lord, Luke 
6. 22, 23. Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall 


hate you, and when they ſhall ſeparate you 


from their Company, and ſhall reproach 
you, and caſt out your Name as evil, for the 


Son of Man's Sake. Rejoice in that Day, 


and leap for Joy : For, behald your Re- 


ward is great in Heaven: For in like 
Manner did their Fathers unto the Pro- 
phets, 


A. 3. Had 


WE 3 
; Had our Brethren found me guilty of re- 3 
linquiſhing any ſound Principles Jever profeſſed * 
among ſi them, had a Charge of Immoralit y 


Seen laid againſt me, had I been accuſed of N 
Negngence with reſpect to the Duties I owe © 
to my Flock, their Cenſures, Calibo' in their 

"preſent Situation they have no Power to in- 
it them) would have ſenſibly touched me; 
gut as they are founded upon my expoſing. to 

FX their: Face, the Blinders of their Conftitu: 

; tion (which, if they uſe not new Kind of Ar- 

mour, the will never be able to defend, 

1 £ muſt view their Cenſures to be of the ſame 

Lind 01th. the Curſe cauſeleſs, that ſhall not „ 
one However, their preſent arbitrary Mea- 

it ſures oblige me to deſire theſe Brethren to re- 
| 


i Zed upon 1 Theſſ. 2. 16. Forbidding us to 
J ſpeak to. the Gentiles, that they might be 
| fred: to fill up their Sins alway,. &c. 
| Third Epiſtle of John ver. 9, 10. —But 
Diotrephes, who loveth to have the Pre- 
eminence among them, receiveth us not.— 
Neither doth he himſelf receive the Bre- 
thren, and forbiddeth them that would, 
and caſteth them out of the Church. 


And ſeeing my Miniſtry is torn for the 
Credit of that Conſtitution, and, I am afraid, 
im- 


facrificed to the Reſentment. of en, who 
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I impatient of Contradifion, let them. juſtify 
their Conſtitution and their Rupture, by the 
d Law and the Teſtimony; let them fhew tits 
y # Conſiſtency with the common and diſtinguiſh: 
F e Principles of Presbytery; and let them 
e eu its Harmony with the Footſteps of the 
'r Flock: This is wanting in all the Papers 


6. ; 
— they have yet expoſed to public View. | 
,. 2 Es S 
fo 9 Further, let them drop the trite . Argument, 
u- extraordinary Caſes. require extraordinary 
r. Remedies, becauſe it knows no Bounds, and 
) © when once received, will be of univerſal Uſe 
me 0 juſtify every Extravagance in the Church 
of , of Chriſt: Till this be done, their Sentences. 
a-  andCenſures will not meet with much Regard, 
e- From any-that underſtand the Principles of 
co + Presbytery, and love not to receive for Doc- 
de trine, the Commandments of Men. | 
. | 9 


ut Tam far from thinking that the following 
& Paper which J read before the Brethren of 
— - ,the new Conſtitution, (Cin which I had not 
e- the Aſſiſtance of any upon Earth) does not 
d, labour under many Imperfections; nothing 
great is to be expected from its Author; yet, 

, hope, the Reaſonings in it will be found 

he juſt, / impartially weighed: Some Expreſ* 
'» ftons that may ſeem too ſtrong, were not the 
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re Fruit 
nn * Thread-bare. 


vii } 
Fruit of Rancor upon my Spirit, if I know 
myſelf, but only the genuine Effet of my 
Judgment about that Conſtitution, and there- 
fore may be eaſi uy overlocked.. | 


any, to convince them how fatally Presbytery 
is betrayed by the Rupture and Conſtitution 
of our Prethren, aud alſs how the Form and 
Order of Chriſt's Houſe is ſubverted thereby, 
T he all my Aim, who de ſire to devout mys 
fel to the Service of the Charch of 2c ah 


WILLIAM HUTTON. 


IF the following Paper ſhall be Weed to. 


247 Follows: 
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* > Follows the SPEECH, as I read it 
from my Papers, with no conſider- 

able Variation, but only as to the 

Grammatical Senſe, in ſome few 

Places. 


Nev. FATHERS and BRETHREN, 


1 WAVING received a Citation from 
5 you upon the third of March laſt, to 
anſwer to a Libel then put into my 
| Hands, I conceive it to be a Call in 
Providence, to lay before you my preſent Views, 
Concerning the late unhappy Rupture among the 
© Afﬀeciate Miniſters, which hath divided the Peo- 
+ ple in Connection with them, and is threatning 
the utter Ruin of that Cauſe, that was lately in 
* a flouriſhing State. | 
Altho' your Meaſures, as diſcloſed in your 
Acis and Proceedings, do ſet me at the greateſt 
: Diſtance from you, and oblige me to withſtand 
you to the Face, becauſe you ought to be blamed 
yet it is not my Intention, neither will your Pa- 
tience permit me, to obſerve every Thing that, 
co me, is exceptionable in your As, &c, It 
VS may ſuffice, at preſent, to repreſent what I judge 
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faulty in your Conduct, previous to the Rupture 


in the Synod; to fignify my Opinion about your 


Conflitution ; and afterward to lay open ſome 
Miſta kes in your Meaſures, which ſeem to ſtand 


in Connection with it. 
I, When I compare your es with your Con- 


duct before the Rupture, I cannot omit re- 


flecting upon feveral Things with Reference 


thereto, in themſelves too juſtly culpable. _ 

In your 4 condemning the ſecond Reſolution, 
as you call it, one Reaſon you offer againſt it is, 
That the Proteſters againſt the Synod's Sentence 
in April 1746, could have no real Titie or Power 
to vote in the Queſtion, were violently ſuſtain- 
ing themſelves Judges, for voting in it over the 


Belly of great Oppoſition thereunto. Alſo, one 
| Reaſon contained in the Rev. Mr. Moncrieffs 


Proteſtatian againſt the Meeting of Synod on 
Thurſday afternoon, its being a lawful conſtitute 
Meeting in this Step, is, The Proteſters ſuſtain- 
ing themſelves Judges, who were neceſſarily and 
directly Parties. | 5 
Whether the Proteflers againſt the Synod's 


Sentence, ſhould have been ſuſtained Judges or 


Parties, is a Queſtion I leave to be canvaſſed by 
theſe of greater Abilities: That you oppoſed 
their Title to judge in the Affair of the Tranſ- 
miſſion, before the Meeting of Synod on Thur /- 
day, is a Fact I pretend not to diſpute : But, 
dear Brethren, were they leſs Parties in voting 
upon the State of the Queſtion on Wedneſday? 
If they were not, as no Man of common Under- 


ang can plead they were, was not the Order 


of the Court ſubverted then, as well as on Thur ſ- 
day, by their voting in the Halt, as they did = 
: SN i 8 URN, 
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we ſecond Queſtion? Further, did you not give 
# way to that Subverſion of the Order of the Court, 


and ſuſtained them Judges, by neglecting to proteſt 

*Z againſt it, and alſo by voting along with them on the 
- > -otherSideof the Queſtion? And ſeeing you acted 
2 ſuch a Part the fir? Day, that the Affair of the 
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> '* Tranſmiſſion was before the Synod, have you not 

been Brethren in Iniquity with the Proteſters © 
„ And, according to your own Sentence, have you 
„ not neglected and contradicted your Duty, and 
e aalſo ſubverted the comely Order of the Houſe of 
r © God? I might likewiſe aſk you, If it was juſt 
- do allow the proteſting Brethren to vote in the 
le State of the Queſtion, was it not Iniquity to 
e _- diſpute their Title in the ſecond, which was only 


5 the Execution thereof? If it was unlawful to 
ſuſtain their Title to vote upon the ſaid State of 
the Queſtion, why have you neglected to ac- 
knowledge that Iniquity to this Day? It would 
d baue been proper for you in that Way, firſt to 
baue pluck'd the Mote out of your own, before you 
'; had attempted to pluck the Beam out of your 


or FBretbren's Eyes, by the Acknowledgments you 
y preſcribe for that Purpoſe, This indeed was 
4 the more neceſſary, becauſe, if your Sentence a- 


5 | © gainſt your Brethren be juſt, that, by ſuch a Sub- 


7 ver ſion of the Order of the Court, they forfeited 
A © all Title to the preſent actual Exerciſe of the Keys 
ho / the Kingdom of Heaven, till they acknowledge 
* % their Sin and Offence, ſome will think it no In- 
ah > Juſtice done you, to believe that your Sentence 
ler falls heavy upon your own Heads, and muſt mi- 


litate againſt your ewn Title to the Keys, till you 


_ the Acknowledgment you demand of o- 
thers. | | 


Job- 
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I obſerve likewiſe, that you partly found the 
Juſtneſs of the Rupture upon the Behaviour of | 
the Moderator and Clerk, in the laſt Sederunt KM 
of Synod on Thurſday, and tell the World, in 
your Introduction to your As, &c. that“ nei- 
<< ther Moderator nor Clerk were actually offici- 
„ ating in the Matter ;*? alſo, in p. 17. of ſaid. 
Acts, &c. you lignify, that“ the Proteſters a- 
5 gainſt the Sentence, with the Elder from Edin- 
„ burgh, did ſtill ruſh forward with a fatal Ob- 
* ftinacy ; fo far that when the Moderator was 
& craving a Delay, and when the Clerk, pro 
„ tempore, tho' one of the Proteſters, was de- b 
& clining to call the Roll, another of them took x 
ce it up and called it.” This hiſtorical Account 
of that Matter, upon a narrow Examination, will 
be found to need much Correction. Altho' it be | 
true, that the Moderator did crave a Delay, of 

puſhing the Queſtion ſometime before the voting, FL 
and alſo overtur'd, that there ſhould be a Synod +," 
ro re nata, to conſider of that whole Affair, 
yet he did not inſiſt upon that Demand, but 
peaceably yielded it; nor did he leave the Chair 
and enter a formal Diſſent, neither did. he cauſe 
it be marked, as ſome others did, that he craved | 
a Delay of theVote about a Tranſmiffion, but did ; 

( 

; 


actually moderate in the Time of voting, and con- 
tinued to do ſo in the Meeting of Synod next 
Day: If have wronged the Moderator by what 
is now advanced, I appeal to himſelf for Correc- | 
tion. What you report concerning the Clerc, 
is little to the Purpoſe, if it be remembered, that 
when he was choſen at firſt Sederunt of the Meet- 
ing of Synod, he refuſed to take the Burden of 
that Office upon him, unleſs he was to be __ | 
4 


n 
_ 
* 


* 
* 
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x: „ EY 
ed an Aſſiſtant when needful, in which the Synod 
did chearfully acquieſce; for the Truth of this 
2 preſent, who may remember it. In Conſequence 
of this Liberty granted to the Cler4, he, ſome- 
time in the Forenoon's Sederunt, put the Mi- 
*Z nutes into the Hands of Mr. Henry Erſtine, and 
15 did not reſume that Office till next Day. 
3 dulgence of the Clerk, as above, had a Meaning, 
it muſt be, that he who aſſiſted him, was as 
much Clerk; while officiating, as the Clerk pro 
tempore himſelf, who was choſen by the Synod, 
Was at another Time: Wherefore it can be no 
ſtrained Inference, from the juſt Account I have 
given of that Matter, to ſay that Mr, Henry 
Erſkine was Clerk at that Time, and that the 
Clerk was actually officiating. What is now 
_ * oftered may convince you, that if the Equity of 
your Conduct in the Affair of the Rupture, can- 
not otherwiſe be ſupported, the Argument you 
draw from the Behaviour of the Moderator and 
Lilert, will give you ſmall Aſſiſtance in its De- 
fence, and, when impartially ſearched, leaves a 


12 upon the Fairneſs of your Hiſtory, and can- 


„/ 
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not fail to bring to one's Eye, the Obſervation 
of the //i/e Man, He that is firſt in bis own 
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Fact, I can appeal to yourſelves and others then 


When the Caſe is thus repreſented, if the In- 


. | | 


theſe are read by one who was not preſent, he | 
might juſtly imagine, that you uſed many Argu- 
ments againſt it, and entered none of theſe Pro- 
teſtations till all your Reaſonings were exhauſted © 
to no Purpoſe, as indeed no Proteſtations ſhould ' 
be entered in a Court againſt any Step, tho' wrong, 
till all Zndeavorrs, by Argument to prevent it, 
become vain and fail of Succeſs; then do they be- 
come neceſſary for the Exoneration of Members, 
but they are never chiefly deſigned (if I labour 
not under a Miſtake) to caſt Light upon the Queſ- ; 
tion in Debate. But ſome can yet remember, that 
your Leal in proteſting, did not exceed your In- | 
differency and Coalneſs in uſing proper Endea- | 
vours to open your Brethrens Eyes; your Argu- 
ments were feu, and {o faintly handled (as I can 
inftruct if contradicted,) that I have been often 
ſince tempted to think, as your Scheme was then 
concerted, you were afraid of a Conqueſt, and 
dreaded nothing more than your Brethrens pre- 
venting the Execution of your Project, by giving 
way to the Delay of the laſt Vote. But in nothing 
does this more appear, than in the -Proteſtation - | 
entered by the Rev. Mr. Moncrieff, immediately 
before the Synad's proceeding to vote, which 
bears, that this Meeting is not, nor ought to 
„ be held, a due and lawfully conſtitute Meet- *: 
ing of the Aſſociate Sy nod in this Step. Had - 
this Proteſt been proportioned to the Rev. Mr.. 
Thomas Mair's Declaration, it would have alu 
born, that in Cafe the Tranſmiſſiom ſhould tale 
place, the reclaiming Members of the Synod ſhoul 
become the only Aſſociate Synod, and that tie 
Power of it ſhould intirely devolve upon them 
Had this Patt been acted, which you ought _ 
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55 
have done, the Tranſmiſſon, which now has 
made ſuch a Noiſe in the World, had not then 
7 paſted ; nor did the Brethren ever intend to puſh 
it at the Expence of a Breach, as ſome of the 
keeneſt in that Matter have told me ſince. 
2Z Moreover, it was in your Power to have pre- 
Fvented it another Way, even by calling your 

Brethren aide, and telling them freely, that the 
7 taking that Step, would oblige you to a Rupture 
our with them; this, I own, was done in Synod by a 
ueſ- Rev. Father, but this he did not for you, but on- 
that Fly for himſeif, uſing Words to this Purpoſe, that 
In- if the Tranſmiſſion was not dropt, and if every 
dea- Thing relative to that Affair was not razed out 
rgu- of the Minutes, for his Part he would leave us, 
can If you think you were under no Obligation to this 
ften , Plainneſs, for my own Part, I know not what 
then 7 Senſe is to be fixed upon thefe Words in the Bond, 
and, That we ſhall—encourage and ftrengthen one 
pre- anothers Hands, in purſuing the End and Deſign 
wing of this our ſolemnOath and Covenant,“ which 
thing we have ſolemnly ſworn with uplifted Hands to the 
ation 1 moſt high God. Had your Behaviour been ſo tender 
fb 


ately and candid towards your Brethren, the Tranſmi/- 
vhich 1 ſion, which you call a dropping and burying of the 


tht to ble Teftimony, had been prevented for ever, at 


feet. *Bleaft for a Time; which you may eafily learn 


Had from the Impreſſions made upon Members, by the 
Mi. above Speech of Mr. Moncrieff's, which indeed 
e alſo was the true Occaſion of the 29 Votes upon Wed- 
d take neſday, being reduced to 20 upon Thurſday : 
ſhouli Wherefore, if the Tranſmiſſion be as wicked as 
at tit. you cal! it, vou have no great Reaſon to plead 
them innocent, while you caſt ſuch awful Iniquity on 
ght % others. | 
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B 2 II. Diſ- 
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II. Diſmiſſing the Buſineſs of your Conduct % 
previous to the Rupture, I ſhall now proceed to 
_ diſcuſs a more important Point, by inquiring whe- 
ther or not you havea jusT T1TLE to the Name 
of the Aſſociate Synod, according to your Conſtitu © 
tion on the tenth of April 1147, in Mr. Gib's 
Houſe: This is indeed the true State of the 
Queſtion; tor altho' ſome Brethren have joined 
you ſince, yet as they did it, in Virtue of the 
Lawfulneſs of your Conſtitution in the foreſaid 
Place, I wuſt take it for granted, which you your- 
ſelves will not impugn, that if your Meeting on 
the foreſaid Day, was not a lawful Meeting of 
the Aeciate Synod, no ſubſequent Meeting you 
have had to this Day, can, with any Reaſon, be 
reckoned a lawful Meeting of that Court called 
the Afſiciate Synad. | 
The Queſtion being at leaſt thus clearly Nated, 
after weighing it as impartially as poſſible, I am _ 
at no Loſs to anſwer it in the NEGATIVE, and 
to deny that the Meeting of Minifters and Elders, 
Day and Place as above, was a Meeting of the 
lawful Aſſociate Synod, but on the contrary, that 
Meeting was in Virtue of a NEW ConsTITU- - 
TION, Which never had a BeixG till that Day. 
This my Opinion of your Con/titution will to you 
doubtleſs ſeem very extravagant, and meet with 
the Treatment of Ridicule, becauſe you may 
think it deſerves no better; but when the va#? 
Difference, between your Conit itution, and that 
of the Aſociate Sy nod, is duly pondered, there 
will be little Reaſon. to bluſh at my Notion about 
it. It remains therefore to inſtruc, that your 
Conſtitution is intirely different from that of the 
Aſſociate Synod, and conſequently cannot be juſtiy 
1 : eſteemed 
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eſteemed the /ame with it: For which Purpoſe 
d to the following Arguments are offered to your ſeri- 


F 
vhe- cus Conſideration. _ 
Lame 1. The Aſſficiate Synod was conſtitute in Vir- 
titu - tue of a judicial Agreement of the Old Aſſociate 
G1b's "37 Preſbytery, at the ſame Time that it was formed 
the into three different Preſbyteries, and all its ſub- 
ined Z ſequent Meetings were held in Virtue of a judicial 
; the 1 Decree: Fhat your Conſfitution was not in Vir- 


eſaid tue of any judicial Agreement, is a Fact I need 
our- not prove, becauſe you cannot pretend to plead it. 
g on 2. The Aſociate Synod was conſtitute by the 
g of ** harmonious Conſent and Concurrence of all the 
you Members concerned, if preſent, and the Concur- 
1, be rence of none concerned was refufed, but requir- 
alled ed; whereas your Con/titution was founded upon 
the Declaration of one Member, without the de- 
ated, clared Concurrence of any, as your A&s, &c. 
lam ſeem to bear; or, at moft, upon a Commiſſion he 
and received from one and twenty Members of Synod, 
ders, in a private Concert; a few more, to ufe your 
f the "own Dialect, than the third Part of the Mem- 
that bers of the Aſſociate Synod, who were all equal- 
ITU- Iy concerned with yourſelves, in any thing rela- 
Day. tive to the Affairs of that Court, and yet were 


o ou neither let into the Project, nor their Concur- 
with kence required in it. This ſtates the Difference 
may fo wide between you and the true Aſſociate 


> vaſt © Synod, that, for my Part, I cannot imagine 
i that What you can anſwer to it, unleſs you alledge 
there » the Synod was diſolved, as the Rev. Mr. Thomas 
about Marr ſignified in his Declaration, if I and many 
your | Others had Ears to hear him, and as ſome of you 
f the fince have pled in my hearing: If this be true, 
juſtly the Court is dead, and has not a preſent Exiſtence, 
emed B 3 Which 
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which muſt beat harder upon you, than your- 
Brethren who do not pretend it: For how the 


Aſſociate Synod was diſſalved upon the ninth of. 


April, and after all you remained the Aſſociate 


Sy nod the following Day, is a Gordian Knot: 


which none can untye, but theſe that are fitly 


qualified to reconcile Contradictions ; if any be 


able for this difficult Taſk, the Age will be in- 
debted to them for exploding that antient Philo- 


ſophical Maxim, It is impoſſible for the ſame Thing 
to be, and not ts be at the ſame Time, which to 


this Day commands univerſal Aﬀent. 

3. The Aſſociate Synod was fo conſtitute, that 
all the Members concerned either had a Seat in it, 
or their Title to it, if abſent, was acknowledged. 
and ſuſtained ; but your Meeting was ſo contti- 


tute, that only a few more than the third Part: 


of the actual Members of the Synod, that met up- 
on the ſeventh of April had a Seat in it, or their: 
Title acknowledged to it, Mr. William Mair's 
excepted. This will appear from the Minutes 
of your Conſtitution, by which your Brethren 
are further excluded from a Title to a Seat in it, 
till they acknowledge certain Crimes, of which 
they had been neither formaliy accuſed, nor 
Judged guilty. This Difference between you 


and the Aſſociate Synod is fo very wide, and {ſo : 


clearly founded on Reaſon, that I cannot con- 


ceive how the Force of it ſhall be repelled, unleſs 


you alſo renounce the common Maxim, a Part 
and the whole are not equal, and therefore not 
the fame; according to this Rule of judging Iden- 


tity and Diverſity, you have no better Title to 


5 


call yourſelves the Aſſociate Sy nod, than a Wing 
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of an Army, excluſive of the Body of the Ar- 
my, hath a Claim to be called the Army itſeſſ. 

4. The Aﬀociate Synod was conſtitute, in 
the Acknowledgment of the equal Claim of all 
the Members, to exerce the Power of that Court 
conjundly; but, by your Deed of Conſtitution,. 
you have lodged both the Power of the Synod, 
and the Right to the Exerciſe of it, in the Hands: 
of by far the /malle/? Part of its Members, ex- 
cluſive of the greater, before they were either” 
accuſed, or judicially found to have forfeited 
their Claim to the ſame Power with yourſelves. 
Mr. Thomas Mair's Declaration, and your Deed- 
of Conſtitution, are irrefragable Proofs of this 
Fact. What Agreement then, can be produced 
between you and the Aflociate Synod ? What 
Similitude is there, between a Court that acknow- 
ledges the equal Title of all its Members, to the 
joint Exergiſe of its Power, and a Judicatute 
made up of the ſmalleſt Part of the foreſaid 
Court, and yet arrogating the whole Power of 
the Judicature they departed from, excluſive of 
the greater Number of Brethren they left in it 
behind them? To reconcile theſe ty, and make 
them one, will be fruitleſs Work, and its Sue- 
ceſs at beſt, will be found a pretiing Darkneſs 
for Light, and Light. for Darineſs. +2 

TI am unwilling to treſpaſs upon your Patience, 
dy multiphy ing Diver/tties between you and the 


true Aſociate. Synod; theſe already offered, are 


ſufficient to expoſe the Weakneſs of your Claim 
to the Name and Power of that Court. May I 
not therefore juſtly remonſtrate againſt your 
making your Conſtitution in the Name of the 
Allociate Synod, the SHIBBOLE TH of Chri/tian 
Fel- 


. 

. Fellowſhip with you, or at leaſt, a lying open to 
Light about it, the 7%, without which, none 
ſhall be admitted by you to the Seals of the Co- 
venant? Hereby you lay a e upon the Neck 
of the Diſciples, which they will never be able 
to bear, and in the doing whereof you 0 for the 
People falſe Burdens and Cauſes of Baniſhment. 

Altho' the Point of your Conſtitution might 
now be diſmiſſed; yet to do further Juſtice to 
Truth, and the Side of the Queſtion I have cho- 
ſen, it will not be improper to offer ſome Con- 3 
fiderations to ſhew the Unlawfulne/5 of your Con- 
litution, without regard to the Difference be- 
twixt it and that of the true Aſſociate Synod. 1. 

(I.) That Conſtitution is unlawful, which is 

in Conſequence of an unlawful Call; but your 
Conſtitution was in Conſequence of an unlawful _; 
Call: Therefore is itſelf unlawful. The ft of. 
theſe Propyſitions I ſuppoſe you will not impugn. . -: 
That the ſecond is true, will appear with ſufti- 
cient Evidenee, if it is remembred that the R“. 
Member who called it, was not cloathed with a 
lawful Power for that Purpoſe. No Member of 
an eccleſiaſtick Court has Power to call it, if he 

be not the Moderator of it, or cloathed judici- 
ally with Power for that End. If the Rev. 
Member who called your Meeting, was Mode- 
rator, ſome of us had been three Days in a 
Trance, and bereaved of the Uſe of our Senſes: 
And although he had been Moderator, at the 
Time of calling that Meeting in the Preſence of 


. 7 u » | 2.3% 
the Court, without In{tructions from it, he 
would have been guilty of lording it over his 
1 

2 


Brethren, and of raiſing himſelf above the Sta- 
tion of a Presbyter, and likewiſe of a odera- 
| tor 
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E 
tor, who is ſubject in every Part of his Manage- 
ment, to the Direction of the Court, which doth 
not receive its Inſtructions from him. 

If you contend in his Defence, that he had a 
Commiſſion, | hope you will not pretend a judicial 
one, of which you cannot give the ſmalleſt Do- 
cument; it muſt therefore be conſidered as ex- 
trajudicial, and therefore not valid nor ſufficient 
to juſtify ſuch an uncommon Step. Beſide, from 
whom had he this Commiſſion? From one and 
twenty Miniſters of Synod in a private and clan- 
deſtine Manner, without the Knowledge, or Con- 
ſent of their Brethren, which was artfully eon- 
cealed, till the Commiſſion was execute. If 
ss ſuch Conduct was conſiſtent with Candor and 
ir fair Dealing, there will be ſeldom Occaſion for 

2 repeating the Prophet*s Complaint, The treacher- 
of wy” ous Dealers have dealt very treacherouſly. 


n. (.) Every Conſtitution, in Virtue of a Rup- 
fi- ture in a Court, is unlawful, that is not in Con- 
v.ſequence of a SECESSION upon juſt and neceſſary 
1a —_, Grounds; but your Conſtitution is founded upon 
of 2 Rupture of another Kind, and therefore muſt 
he be reckoned unlawful. That your leaving. your 
ei- Brethren upon the ninth of April laſt, was not 
ev. Fin the Way of Seceſſion, is a Fact you confeſs, 
de- and to contradict you in it, would be eſteemed 
1 a gan Injury done you. What remains to be illu- 
ſes: ſtrate, is, that every Rupture in a Court is un- 
the awful, that is not in the Way of Seceſſion upon 
e of he foreſaid Grounds ; and conſequently every 
he Tonſtitutien founded upon it is ſuch. It mutt 
his e confeſſed, the T'aſk upon my Hand is very 


. gular and difficult, and that I am unequal for 
, as it leads me to offer my Thoughts upon a 
1 | Sub- 


So 18 
Subject, about which J have not had Occa- 
ſion to ſce any Thing from the pub/ick, Vet if 
the Nature of our declared Principles be attend- 
cd to, they furniſh ſufficient Arguments for this 
| Purpoſe. That what is now advanced may not 
be found without Foundation, let it be con- 
ſidered, 
, That every Rupture beſide a Seceſſion 
from a Judicature, is founded upon a Subverſion 
of Presbyterian Order, which is eſſential to the 
Conſtitution of Chriſt's Kingdom. Tt is efſential 7 
to Pieſbyterial Order, that no Members of 
Church Courts can be reckoned to have for- 
feited their Title to be Members of theſe Judi- 
catures in which they have a Seat, till they be 
formally and judicially accuſed, tried, and found 
guilty: If Mal-adminiſtration in a Court be 
= and carried on by a Majority, the lefler 
umber-ought to reclaim, and to appeal to a 
ſuperior Court for a Redreſs of their Grievan- 
ces; but if the Court acknowledge none ſuperi- 
or, and if the minor Part of it cannot any longer 
bear with the Miſmanagements of the major, 
what remains for them to do, after all poſſible 
Effays to reform theſe Abuſes, but to ſecede from 
that Court, and unite together in another, for 
the more regular Exerciſe of the Keys of the. 
Kingdom of Heaven ? 9 75 
In this Path did the four ſeceding Brethren | 
tread ; neither could they have troden in another, * 
unleſs they had called themſelves the Church ef 
Scotland, and contended that the whole Power 
of the Church devolved upon them, and there- | 75 
fore all their Brethren of the Church had, by 8 
their Mal- adminiſtration, forfeited their Title to * 
the 
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3 
che Keys of the Kingdom. In what ridiculous 
Light would this have appeared to the World? 
d- Would it not have been reckoned an Attempt to 
his i overturn all Order in the Church of Chriſt, and 
10t been a demeaning themſelves toward their Bre- 


n- tren, as if they were condemned, before they 
22 were legally tried? The Application of this a- 

ON gainſt you is natural and eaſy, as you purſued a 
on © contrary Road, claimed the whole Power of the 
the Court whereof you were the ſmalleſt Number, 
tial and pretended to wreſt the Power of the Keys 
of cout of your Brethrens Hands, and carried to- 

or- wards them as guilty of the Forfeiture of the 
di- Keys, before they were judged, and when it was 
be not in your Power to judge them, yea, before 

nd you ſo much as accuſed them of the Forfeiture, 
be bis unprecedented Behaviour gives too juſt Oc- 

ter caſion to ſerve you with your own Meaſure, and 
» a to turn your harſh Sentence concerning your 
an- Brethren againſt yourſelves, viz. that by this 
r- Piece of Conduct, ſo unfair, unreaſonable and 


get © diſorderly,” you have openly contradifted 
8 , 
vr, the Duty, perverted the Buſineſs, overturn'd 


ble the whole Order, and unhinged the Confti- 


cc 


for be a Step exceedingly diſhonourable to Zion's 
the © * King, Lord and Lawgiver.“ ! 
2 qah, That every Rupture in a Court that 

ren + Claſhes with a Seceſſion, is EVERSIVE of Proeiby- 
ber, ferian Parity, and fo unlawful, will appear if 
h of dd 18 conſidered, that it is ſential to Preſbyterian 
wer Principles, that all the Members of a Judicature 
ere- poſſeſs an equal Power, and that the Deed of the 
by Majority be the Deed of the Court, becauſe the 


= <qual Balance of Power in Indiuiduals, is turn'd 
4 — by 


tution of the Court: And therefore it muſt 


— 


| 
| 
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1 
by the concurring Voices of the greater Number: 
'urther, it is eſſential to the ſame Principles, 


that the major Part of a Judicature can call the 
minor to an Account for their Miſmanagements 


and Mal-adminiftrations, and by Conſequence 


the ſmaller Number are incapable of doing the 


ſame to the greater, otherwiſe Preſbyterian Pa- 


rity is ſubverted and neceſſarily contradicted: 


For to libel and judge others, in the Nature of 


Things, ſuppoſes Superiority in them who act 
in that Capacity, and Inferiority and Subjection 
in them who are pannelled, This Superiority, 


in a Preſbyterial Court, cannot proceed from 
any other Fountain but a Majority of Number, 
ſeeing otherwiſe, the Members individually con- 


ſidered, enjoy an equal Power, and cannot claim 
a Superiority over one another: If therefore the 


minor Part of a Court be fo offended with the 


Meaſures of the major, that they cannot conti- 
nue any longer with them, they may, in a Con- 


ſiſtency with Preſbyterian Principles, ſecede from 


their Brethren, if the Grounds be lawful. But 


if this Diſſatisfaction of the leſſer Number ſhould 


drive them to tell their Brethren that they are the 


Court, and that the Power of the Court is_de- 


volved upon them, ſuch an Allegiance can have 
nothing to ſupport it, unleſs that leſſer Number 
conſider themſelves as claſſed in a ſuperior Rant 
to the greater Number of their fellow Preſby- 
ters; whereby the Ax is not only laid- to the Root 
of Presbytery, but that Tree is effectually hewsy 
down, when a Dignity is aſſumed, that fitly qua- 


lifies the Actors to lord it over the Heritage of 


God and their Brethren; which may for 2 
| Ends ut 
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aut their Mouths from complaining of Prelacy 
as a tyrannical Yoke, 


The Nature of your Rupture with your Bre- 


thren contradicts and ſacrifices that Preſbyterial 
= Equality, which is eential to Preſbytery, as may 
*> ſufficiently appear from the foregoing Reaſonings : 
Though you were by far the leſſer Number, 
when you left them, yet you have preſumed, in 
"Fa lordly Manner, to be the Court, of which you 
were not ncar the Half; monopolized its whole 
Power of Juriſdiction to yourſelves; expelled 
and paſſed Judgment upon your Superiors, and 


uſurped a Title to inflict what Cenſure upon 
them you ſaw proper. If this new Conduct, which 
in every Circumſtance has not a Precedent for 
\ ſeventeen Centuries paſt, and never invented till 
April, 1747, if, I ſay, this new Conduct be juſt 
and reaſonable, farewel to Presbytery, and adieu 


to a Parity of Power, among the Office- bearers 


in God's Houſe ; and ſeeing you have miſled the 
People into this tyrannical Path, you have cauſ- 
ed them to ſtumble in their Ways from the ancient 
Paths, to walk in Paths, in a Way not caſt up. 

I kam not ignorant, that you will contend, 


that nothing was done by your Declaration or 
Neupture, to the Prejudice of Preſbyterian Prin- 
© 4Ciples, becauſe, in voting upon the State of the 
Nusgęſtion, the Protefters againſt the Synod's Sen- 
. "Fence ſhould have been reputed Parties, and 
then you would have carried your Side of the 
NQueęſtiun by one Vote. I ſhall not meddle with 
hat Diſpute, whether they ſhould" have been 
fuſtained Judges or Parties; but if this be an 
& Iniquity, you have Share of it, as I formerly in- 
ſtructed; and it was bigh Time for you to have 


C | touch' d 


E 


touch'd the Burden of Achnowledements with 
your liltle Fingers, which you have bound upon 


the Backs of others, and recommended it by your 
Example, to make it the leſs grievous to be born. 
But if you till continue to complain, that this 


Step was diſorderly, I ſhall ſuppoſe, if you pleaſe, 


it was ſo: But pray, who can patiently hear ſuch 
Clamour from you without Aſtoniſhment? When 
you have unluckily ſuſtained yourſelves Judges, 
and ſole Judges, in condemning Votes, againſt 
which you were Proteſters, and in which you 
were neceſſarily Parties; when this Part of your 
Conduct is ſurveyed, unleſs you have a Charter 
from Heaven, putting you in Poſſeſſion of cer- 
tain Immunities, denied to others, who can be 
blamed for uſing the Poet's Freedom with you, 


* Turpe eff 2 cum culpa redarguit ipſum? 


But the Judgment of God himſelf is yet more 

ſevere concerning ſuch Courſes, Rom. 2. 1, 2, 
3. Therefore thou art inercuſable, O Man, who- 
foever thou art that judgel: For wherein thou 
juageſ/t another, thou condemneft thyſelf, for thou 


that judgeſt, doſt the ſame Things. But we are 


ſure the Fudgment of God is according to Truth 


againſt them which commit ſuch Things. And 
thinkeſt thou this, O Man, that judgeſt them that 
do ſuch Things, and doſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt 
eſcape the Fudgment of God? But, further, in 
whatever Light you view the Proteſting Bre- 


thren, it is certain they were no Parties about 
the Conſtitution of the Court, and the Power 
of its falling into your Hands, unleſs they were 

depoſed, SY 


* His own dear Self a Teacher greatly ſhames, 
When he commits the very Fault he blames, 
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depoſed, condemned, and excluded out of it, be- 
fore they were either accuſed or judged. If this 
Suppoſition be the Foundation of the juſtneſs of 
your Rupture, and of its Conſiſtency with Preſ- 
byterian Principles, for my Part, I preieſs my- 
ſelf a Stranger to them, and have them yet to 
learn. . 

If you again urge in Defence of your Con- 
duct, that the proper Buſineſs of the Synod was 
neglected, and contradicted, in burying proper 
Light (as you call it) about the controverted Act 
of Synod, by theſe oe Votes that paſt relative 
to the Tranſmiſſion; pray, dear Brethren, have 
you already forgot, that yourſelves were firſt 
guilty of /uppre//ing Light upon that Queſtion, 
even when it was the proper Buſineſs of the Court 
to demand it, according to the uſual Forms of 
the Church? Did you not reſuſe a Hearing to 
the Brethrens Reaſons of Proteſt at Stirling in 
September 1746, though a Hearing of them was 
ſtrenuoufly urg'd to no Purpoſe, and alſo kept back 
your Anſwers to them? This was the proper Sea- 
ſon to offer your Light, which you tenaciouſly 
refuſed: Wherefore (out of your own Mouths 
do- judge you) you were fir/? in this Tranſ- 
groſſibn, of neglecting and contradicting the Du- 
ty of the Court, and of burying Ligbt about a 
Point of Sin and Duty : Had you examined,your 
own Conduct better, Modeſty at leaft would bave 
obliged you to have been more ſparing of the harſh 


. Cenſures you have thrown upon the Conduet of 


others, Moreover, if the proper Seaſon and Deed 
of a Court be neglected, as was the Caſe at the 
foreſaid Time, I am much miſtaken if it does 
not become cptienal to the Court when to reſume 

| C2 | it, 
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it, ſince the true Seaſon is paſt, to which, by 
Order of the Church, the Court was confined: 
It muſt depend upon the Pleaſure of the Judica— 
tory, when is the fitteſt Seaſon for taking it un- 
der their Conſideration, in which they muſt be 
directed by the Rules of Prudence, and the Edi- 
fication of the Body, But whatever may be ſaid 
againſt the Tranſmiſſion, one Thing is certain, 
that had no Rupture enſued, the Synod could as 
regularly have called for the Reaſons of Proteſt, 
and An/wers thereto, at their next Meeting, as 
they could have done it in April laſt. After all, 
it may not be improper to remind you, that you 


would have acted a wiſer Part, had you ſpared . 


the Name of proper Ligbt, to what you had to 
offer upon the Queſtion in Debate, before it was 


tried and found to be ſuch, leſt it ſhould have 


been found that the Light at beſt was but Dark- 


neſs, 


Should you yet contend in Defence of your 
preſent Conſtitution, that only the /malle/t Part 
of the Judicatory did vote for the Tranſmiſſion, 
and therefore it was nos Deed of the Court: 
Were I to grant you that it is za Deed of the 
Court, what Advantage do you reap by it? 
Were the Non- voters, who did not join in this 
Proteſtation with you, no embers of the Court? 
Did any of them concur in your /oraly Conſtitu- 
tion? Yea, further, does not even this milita te 
againſt it, as it imports that you might have ſate- 
ly continued with your Brethren, to prevent the 
Execution of the Tranſmiſſion, and to uſe all law- 
ful and proper Means to. get it intirely defeated 
and laid aſide? 4 

| 3 
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produced in Defence of your Conſtitution, which 
is already ſhown to be inconſiſtent with Pretby- 
tery itſelf, and therefore unlawful, and mult be 


open ſome Things that are eæceptionable in your 


| tides, if my Senſes were not diſorder'd, I faw 


„ 


As there is no Weight in any ſuch Apologies, 


conſidered as the genuine Fruit of a RAPE, com- 
mitted upon the Synod the preceding Day, and 
founded upon a pretended Robbing of your Bre- 
thren of that ſacred Office they received from 
Chriſt (if you have your own from him) and that 
before they were accuſed, ſiſted Pannels, or 
judged; If the Lord hate Robbery for a burnt 
Offring, there is no Reaſon to entertain a fa- 
vourable Notion of any Conſtitution founded up- 
On it. 

III. It is now Time, in the lat Place, to lay 


Acts, &c. which are peſterior to your Settle- 
ment, and ſeem to ſtand in Connection with it. 

I am aſtoniſh'd at the Title of your Act, con- 
cerning the Miniſters and Elders, whom you de— 
ſign, preſently in a Way of ſeparating from the 
Aſſociate Synod. If my Senſes be allow'd to judge 
of this Matter, the very contrary is true, that 
you are in a IL ay of ſeparating from it, I ſaw 
theſe Brethren, who, you ſay, are in a Way of 
ſeparating from the Synod, continue in it, as a 
Court conſtitute by Prayer in the Name of Zi- 
on's King, after you left them; and meet in it 
next Day in the ſame Place you left them, with 
both the Moderator and Clerꝶ, as at former Se- 
derunts, when your Preſence was wanting. Be- 


you riſe out of your Seats, and leave your Bre- 
thren when the Syned was a conſtitute Court ; I. 
heard tie Noiſe of your Feet, and felt ſome of 

b 3 you! 
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vou as you paſt by me. Should I take your 


Word for it, in Oppoſition to the Teſtimony of 


my Senfes, what ſhould hinder- my Belief of 
Tranſulſtantiation alſo? Though theſe tu Arti- 
cles of Faith bear no Proportion, yet where is the 
Difference in Reſpect of Evidence? Till I be in 
Ripeneſs for believing both, it is more than pro- 
bable Iwill credit neither. I know indeed that 
this Aﬀertion of yours is neceſſarily connected 
with Mr. Thomas Mair's Declaration, and 
your Deed of Settlement, as the Belief of it is 
effential to the Joining with you; but if we ſhall 
judge of a Tree by its Fruit, which Practice is. 
juſtified by holy Writ, I cannot be in the leaſt 
Demur to condemn that. Conſtitution, which 
makes Lies its Refuge, and is founded on Fal- 
ſhood, | 

But again, that 44 concerning your Brethren. 
is no leſs ſurprizing than its Title, in which you * 
have FOUND, that they have forfeited all Right 
to any preſent actual Exerciſe of the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, til! they acknowledge 1he:r 
Bin, in the Matter of the Tranſmiſſion ] It this 


Sentence be as %, as ſevere, your Brethren * 


are, I confeſs, in a melancholy Situation, being 
no leſs than daring Invaders upon, and U/urpers 
of the facred Office of the Miniſtry for twelve 
£Aonths pait: When I compare your Conduct 
fince, with your ge, I cannot help thinking, 
you have been unfaithful, in neglecting to warn 
theſe Congregations under your Brethrens In- 
ſpection, not to hear them while they have 0 
Title to their Office; and alſo your Brethren of 
their Hazard in opening their Aouths as Mini- 
Aers, till they be in Ripeneſs for the ſpecified 
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Acknowledgments. But, to come to what is of 
greater Moment, may I not juſtly aſk you, where 
was your Power to paſs this Sentence? Had you 
continued and prevailed in the Court, you could, 
in a Conſiſtence with Preſbyterian Principles, have 
claimed a Power to judge and cenſure your Bre- 
thren, if guilty of any Miſmanagements, incon- 
ſiſtent with your declared. Principles; but by 
your Rupture with them, and the Court itſelf, 
wherein you and they once were united, you 
have forfeited your Power; and therefore, in the 
paſſing of this clandeſtine and unprecedentedSentence, 
you have ſtretched yourſelves beyond your Meaſure, 
and tranſgreſſed the Limits of the Power of Preſby- 
ters, Further, where is the Equity of your Sen- 
tence? Can it be according to the Rules of E- 
quity, to judge any Man, or Body of Men, be- 
fore they be libelled, and their Defences heard, 
that, by comparing the Libel and Defences to- 
gether, the Court may be in Ripeneſs for paſſing: 
a righteous Sentence? Again, where {hill you 
find a Precedent for ſuch a Sentence in any right- 
conſtitute Court, facred or civil? In this Mat- 
ter, at Jeaſt, you have not gone forth by the 
Footſteps of the Flac. But what remains to be 
faid againſt this Sentence, is yet more weighty :. 
When it is weighed in the Balance of the Sans 
Auary,. it is found light and wanting : The Law 
of God, the true "Teſt of Right and Wrong, ex- 
poſes it to Scorn and Contempt: Dotb our Law 
Judge any Man before it hear him? But your Law 
hath judged Men before it heard them, and before. 
they were warned to appear in their own Defence, 
to prevent ſuch a fatal Blow. However, it af- 
fords me no {mall Comfort, that what you have 
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bound on Earth, concerning your Brethren, as 
it is rendered znfamous by the Light of Reaſon 
and Revelation, it is moſt certain it cannot bind 
in Heaven | 

The ſtrange Nature of this Sentence hath oc- 
caſioned me often to think upon what you can pro- 
duce in its Defenſe, If you advance for its Cre- 
dit, that it only bears, that your Brethren them- 
ſelves have forfeited their Title to the preſent 
actual Excerciſe of the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, but you have not formally depoſed them. 

Anſw. It may be remembred, if a certain Bro- 
ther has publiſhed Fact, which is not yet con- 
tradicted, and whoſe Candor I cannot ſuſpect, it 


was called a material Suſpenſion from the Exer- 


Ciſe of both the Keys for a Time, at a Mecting of 
the Preſpytery of Dunfermline at Perth, upon 
the f/th of May laſt, in the Preſence of a Croud 
of Hearers. I ſhould, in the mean Time, be | 
glad to know the Meaning of ſuch a Cenſure, fy 
and where its Precedent ſhall be found in the Re- 
cords of the Church. However that be, you 


have determincd the main (I may add, the only) 2 
Queſtion to be judged, in the Matter of depeſing 
Church Officers, which is, whether, by their 


grofs Miſconduct and Mal-adminiftrations, they 
have forfeited their Title to the Keys: When at- 
ther impartial weighing of this Queſtion, the 
Court does clearly find that the ſaid Title of the 
accuſed Brethren is juſtly forfeited, can the Judi- 
catory be in any reaſonable Demur about po- 
nouncing the Sentence? Wherefore as you have? 
already judged, that your Brethren have forfeited My 
their Title to the Keys, even in a clandeſtine 
Manner, without warning or hearing your oo 
thren 
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of Nicedemus, a juſt Judge, which, in facred 


F293. 


thren in their own Defence, any Agpology of the 
above Kind is frivolous, and without Foundation 
and you could not have done your Brethren a 
greater Injury, had you, at the ſame Time, for- 
mally pronounced the Sentence againſt them. I 
may be excuſed in the mean Time, for taking 
the Liberty of telling you, that your libelling is 
now Pot Heram ; becauſe according to this Act 
of Judgment, you mult already be ripe for depaſing 
your Brethren, which is never the Caſe with a 
Court, when they libel an offending Brother; 
and it is alſo informal, as it gives them an Op- 
portunity of pleading innocent, after you have 
judged them guilty, which Practice is well cal- 
culate to beget Confuſion in every Court upon 
Earth. But new Methods well become new Con- 
flitutjons ! . | 

Should you juſtify this Sentence, by pleading 
that you were Witneſſes to your Brethrens Con- 
duct in the Synod, and heard all they ſaid in 
Defence of the Tranſmiſſion, and therefore you 
connot be juſtly acculed of judging your Brethren 
without a Hearing. | 

Tho' this be true, yet it is not ſufficient to juſti- 
fy your Conduct : Before Judgment be paſt upon 
any Man, he muſt be heard as a Pannel, that 
Juſtice may be done the Man whom the Judg- 
ment reſpeCts ; till he be heard in that Capaci- 
ty, and allowed to repel the Force of the Articles 
of Charge agaiuit him, no Court on Earth can 
make a juſt Eſtimate of his Caſe, or paſs ſuch a 
Sentence as can be the Fruit of a deliberate Judg- 
ment: Wherefore your Sentence is molt ini- 
guous and unjijt, and claſhing with the Sentence 


Writ, 
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Writ, is approven by the righteous Judge of all 
the Earth, at whoſe Bar the Judges of the Earth 


muſt ſtoop to become Pannels, and whoſe Sentence 
they cannot decline. | | 


Moreover, Your new Doctrine contained in 
Mr. Thomas Mair's Declaration, That Miniſters 
are the proper Fudges in a Contrever ſy of Faith 
and Caſe of Conſcience, and adopted in your Acts, 
P+ 17. does not a little offend me. 
t is no Injuſtice done that Expreſſion, to of- 
fer this Commentary upon it, as indeed it cannot 
admit of another, if it be to the Purpoſe where 
it is placed, viz, That Eiders, in an eccleſraſtick 
Capacity, are not proper Judges in Matters of 
Faith and Caſes of Conſcience. 

That I may examine this Point with the greater 
Clearneſs, I ſhall lay down the following Po- 
Jones. | 

1. That all Matters whatſoever, which fall 
under the Cognizance of eccleſiaſtick Judicatories, 
from the loweit to the higheſt Form, are either 
HMHatters of Faith or Caſes of Conſcience, even the 
ſmalleſt Scandals before a Sezffion not excepted. 
This is fo ſelf-evident, that it needs not the leaſt 

Proof; for whatever is beyond the Limits of 
Matters of Faith and Cafes of Conſcience, is 
in its Nature Civil, and belongs to the Cognizance 
Of the Courts of this World. Ss 
2. That every Church Act, properly ſo cal- 

I led, is an Act of Government, tho? it reſpect the 

' 


ſublimeſt Myſtery of our Religion. This cannot 
4 be reaſonably impugned ; for, if it be no AQ of 
Government, neither is it a Court Deciſion ; and 
therefore cannot, with any Propriety of Speech, 
be viewed as an Act at all, being deſtitute of the 
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Authority of a Judicatory, commanding the Sub- 
miſſion of all concerned, 
3. That the Office of Elders in the Church, 
conſiſting in ruling, according to Rom, 12. 8. 
1 Cor. 12. 28. they have a juſt and equal Title 
with Miniſters, to concur in every Deciſion in 
the ſeveral Judicatories of the Church, becauſe 
it is an Act of Government. : 

4. That every Church Deciſion, about Matters 
of Faith and Caſes of Conſcience, being an Act 
of Government, and the Authority of Elders being 
equal with that of Miniſters in the paſſing of it, they 
muſt be equally with Minitters ſuſtained in theſe 
Judicatures, proper Fudges of Matters of Faith 
and Caſes of Conſcience, otherwiſe their Autho- 
rity muſt be unequal alfo. 

All that can be controverted in theſe four Po» 
fittons, is repeated and ſummed up in the laſt, as 
it is laid diametrically oppoſite to your Doctrine, 
about Minifters being the proper Judges in Mat- 
ters of Faith and Caſes of Conſcience. 8 
To prevent Miſtakes about what is now ad- 
vanced, I do not contend that the loweſt Judi» 
catures have a Power equal to theſe of a ſuperior 
| Claſs; neither ſhould they meddle with theſe 
Things in the Church which are too high for 
them; nor do I think it ſafe to innovate upon 
the Conſtitution of thè Church of Scotland, with 
reſpect to the Number of Elders, which ſhould 
attend Pre/byteries, Synods, and Aſſemblies ; nei- 
ther, in the laſt Place, can I reaſonably plead, 
That Elders have commonly as great Abilities as 
| Minflers, for judging in Matters of Faith and 
cC.aaſes of Conſcience, tho? indeed it is ſometimss 
etherwiſe; yea, all Miniſters themſelves _—_ 
no 


E 
not equal Qualifications for that Work: But 
the Article of Truth, in the Defence whereof I 
chuſe to appear, is, That Elders, by the Power 
of their Office in Church Courts, muſt be ſuſ- 
tained equally proper Fudges in Matters of Faith 
— Caſes of Conſcience, with Miniſters them- 
ves. | 

This Doctrine may to you appear erroneous, 
who have taught the contrary ; yet, upon Trial, 
J hope it ſhall be found the Doctrine contained 
in the Standards of the Church of Scotland, 
which are founded on the Word of God, and 
conſonant with the Writings of many celebrated 
Authors upon the Queſtion now in Debate, 

To illuſtrate this with clearer Evidence, let 
the Form of Church Government, compiled by the 
Meſtminſter Aſſembly, and adopted by the Church 
of Scotland, be reviewed; from which, if nar- 
. rowly obſerved, this Zquality of Power in Mi- 
niſters and Elders, about all Matters whatſoever, 
which come before the Courts where they are 
jointly aſſembled, is eaſily gathered, and cannot 
be repelled without offering Violence unto it. 

If you view the Section concerning Synodical 


Aſſemblies, you will find, that the only Proof | 5 


which is offered for a Synod, is taken from Acts 
15. 2, 6, 22, and 23 Verſes; as like wiſe, that 
the Members of a Synod are declared to be Pa- 


ſtors and Teachers, and other Cburch Governors; 


by whom we muſt certainly underftand Ruling 
Elders: Wherefore, if the Paſſage foreſaid 
contain a Proof for a Synod, the Proof muſt be 
equally ſtrong in the Defence of the proper Offi- 
cers, viz. Miniſters and Elders being Members 


of it, otherwiſe it would be a ſtanding Pattern in 
the 


„ E 

the Church, for Synods to conſiſt only of Mini- 
ers, in direct Contradiction to what the Com- 
bpilers of that Part of our Standards have taught; 
and as they have not ſubjoined any other Proof 
from Scripture, for Miniſters and Elders being 
the conſtituent Members of a Synod, nor for the 
different Sorts of Synodical Aſſemblies, I muſt 
reckon theſe were Inferences, drawn from the 
foreſaid As, Chap. 15. by the learned Authors; 
and conſequently, they viewed the Synod at Je- 
ruſalem, as a perfect Pattern for AF TER-SYNOD3, 
& with reſpec to the proper Members of whom they 
| ſhould conſiſt ; otherwiſe the Syned at Feruſalem 
was a Synod, that was reſtricted to one Kind of 
Church Officers, and therefore of a quite diffe- 
rent Form and Complexion from the ſaid Synod, 
as deſcribed by the J//e/tmin/ler Aſſembly, to 
| conſiſt of zwo Sorts of Officers, viz. Paſtors or 
Teachers, and ether Church Governours, lo 
advance this Doctrine, would bring a laſting Stain 
upon our Form of Church Government, and a Blot 
| upon the Memory of that famous Aſſembly at 
| F/etmin}ter who compiled it, and of the Church 
of Scotland who received and approved it. 
In the ſame Directory, a Proof for a Preſby- 


W zery is offered, not only from 1 Tim. 4. 14. but 


allo from Acts 15. And a Preſbytery in the fol- 
lowing Paragraph is deſcribed to conſiſt of the 
ſame Officers that we found in a Synod, If it be 
objected, that the Form of Church Government 
does not prove from Acts 15. that Elders had a 
Seat in the Council at Feruſalem, conſidered as 
a Preſbytery, but from Rom. 12, 7, 8. 1 Cor. 
12. 28, It may be anſwered, That any Excep- 
tion of this Kind is groundleſs, becauſe theſe 
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Scriptures Are as much deſigned to prove that 
Miniſters are Members of Preſpyteries as Elders 
are; wherefore there is no Force in the Objec- 
tion, otherwiſe it would neceſſarily follow, that 
the Compilers of this Directory neither ſaw Mi- 
niflers nor Elders in the forefaid famous Council. 


for Church Government, are natural and evident. 

1. That Ruling Elders, as well as other Of- 
ficers that labour in the Word, were Members 
of the Syned at Jeruſalem. 

2. That as Matters of Faith, and Caſes of 
Conſcience were determined in that Synad, fo 
Elders were equally concerned in theſe Deciſi- 
ons with the Apo/lies themſelves, Acts 16. 4. 
Wherefore, Miniſters and Elders, by virtue of 
their Office in Church Courts, are alike proper 
Judges in Matters of Faith and Cafes of Con- 
ſcience. | 

3. That to Synods, according to the foreſaid 
Directory, conſiſting of Miuiſters and Elders, 
belongs the Determination in Matters of Faith, 
and. Caſes of Conſcience, as in the 31t{t Chapter 
of the Conſeſſion of Faith: It muſt, by Conſe- 
quence, be the Doctrine of our Standards, that 
Elders have the ſame Power with Minuiſters, to 
determine in Matters of Faith and Caſes of Con- 
{ſcience ; otherwiſe our Standards impoſe a Cheat 
upon us; for, if Adini/ters only be the proper 
Judges of a Controverſy of Faith and Cafe of 
Conſcience, it is not competent to Synods, as 
deſcribed by our Standards, to judge therein, but 
to another Court, conſiſting of Miniſters alone, 
which our Standards know nothing of. Where- 
fore it is abundantly evident, that your Doctrine 

| | on 


The following Corollaries from our Directory, 


B 
on this Point is NExw, and muſt be viewed as a 
Departure from the Doctrine of our Standards; 
and if it be juſt, it is more than Time they were 
corrected. 

I could inſtruct this Paine, from the antient 
Diſcipline of the Church of Scotland, before the 
above Form of Church Government was either 
compiled at /Ye/lminſter, or received by this 
Church; but I forbear, hoping it will be done 
by ſome abler Hand, when you ſhall adventure 
to aflert the contrary, 

What I have now advanced concerning Elders, 
is conſiſtent with the Judgment of many cele- 
brated Divines, 

To this Purpoſe, ſee the famous Mr. Patrick 
Gilleſpie's Ar tion of the Government of the 
Church of Scotland, Chap. 13. p. 9b. His Words 
are, In the Council of eruſalem, Acts 18. 
„we find, that, beſide the Apoflles, the Elder, 


„Were preſent, and voiced definitively; for 
they by whom the Decree of the Synod was 
sC 


given forth, and who ſent choſen Men to 
** Antioch, were the Apeſiles and Elders :" 
And ſignifies that Gerard, in bis Locis Theolep, 
and the Leyden Profeſſors ** underſtand that the 
* Elders ſpoken of, ver, 5th and 6h, were the 
* rung Elders of the Church of Fernſatem, 
joined with the Apoſtles, who Jaboured in the 
„ Word.” He immediately adds, Other 
© Proteflant Writers underſtand by the Name 
of Elders there, both preaching and rulins 
1 Elters, The Prethren, tht is, the phele 
Church, heard the Diſputes, and conſented 
«© td the Doerces: ver. 41, 22, mn 
* Biers behoved to do more than the bh0le 
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© Church, that is, voice definitively.” Page 100. 
in Anſwer to the Exception of Elders wanting 
Abilities to judge of Matters of Faith, There 
are, ſays he, ruling Elders in Scotland, who, 
in a theological Diſpute, ſhould powerfully 
ſpoil many of thoſe who make this Objection. 
— Antonius Sadeel, Fohannes a Laſco, Mor- 
% ney, and ſuch like, ſhew plainly to the World, 
» that Gifts and ſingular Learning are not tied 
to Bbops and Doctors of the Church: Nei- 
* ther do Men of ſubti) Wits, and deepeſt 
** Learning, prove always fitteſt to diſpute and 
determine Queſtions of Faith. It is marked 
in the Hiſtory of the Council of Nice, that 
„ there was a Layman therein, of a ſimple and 
e fincere Mind, who put to Silence a ſubtil 
© Philo/opher, whom all the Biſhops could not 
% compeſce.— And if the Gifts and Abilities of 
* the moſt Part of ruling Elders were as ſmall 
as their Adverfaries will be pleaſed to call 
© them, yet this concludeth nothing againſt 
*© their right Power of voicing, but only againſt 
their Aptneſs and Fitneſs unto that whereto 
e their Right would carry them; and we doubt 
that every Paſtor be well gifted for all which 
*© cometh within the Compals of his Vocation, 
or doth well every Thing which he hath 
„% Power to do.“ 

It is needleſs to multiply Eæcerptions from this 
elaborate Treatiſe, which abounds with Expret* 
ſions of the ſame Importance. 

That the Authority of this learned Divine may 
have its due Weight, it is to be remembred, 
that this Treatiſe was wrote in Defence of the 


antient Government of the Church of Scotland, 
| in 


Cc 
cc 


Cauſe he pretends to defend. 


E 
in the Year 1641; therefore, tho' the Argu- 
ments and Expreſſions about any Point be pecu— 
liar to himſelf, yet the Doctrine he defends, is 
the Doctrine of the Church of Scorland; and 
what he advances upon Elders being the Judges 
of Matters of Faith, muſt be viewed as ths Doc- 
trine and avowed Practice of that Church, other- 
wiſe he has groſly abuſed that Church, whoſe 


It is fit to ſubjoin the Sentiments of the London 
Miniſters, about E/ders being Members of the 
Synod at Feruſalem, in their elaborate Treatiſe, 
called Jus Div. Regim. Pecleſ. They ſay, pag. 
180, 181, 182. Now theſe Officers of Chriſt, 
©« o12, they that /abour in the Word, and the 
& ruling Elders, are the Subject of this Power 
of Juriſdiction, as they are united in a Body; 
© hence called a Church, æπ＋π) ,? Matth. 18. 
18. 072. the governing or ruling Church, for 
„ no other can be there meant; and a Preſby- 
© tery, i. e. a Society or Aſſembly of Preſbyters 
„ togeiber, 1 Tim. 4. 14. The Preſbyteries, 
„ Elderſhips or Aſſemblies, wherein theſe Of- 
„ ficers are united and affociated, are of te 
* Sorts, z. (1.) The leſſer I ſumblies, conſiſting 
of the Miniſters and ruling Elders, in each 
Congregation, which, for Diſtinction's Sake, 
is ſtiled the Parechial Preſbytery, or Cong re- 
* gationnl Elderſhip, (2.) The greater Aſſem- 
% bi;zs, conſiſting of Church Governors, ſent 
from ſeveral Churches, and united into one 
* Body, for governing all theſe Churches 
** within their own Bounds, whence their 
Members were ſent. Theſe greater Aſſem— 
blies ate either Preſbyterial or Synodical. I, 
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* Prejbyterial, conſiſting of the Minifters and 
'* Eldersof ſeveral adj cent or neighbouring ſingle 
** Congregations, or Pariſh Churches, ruling 
** thoſe ſeveral Congregatio:s in common: This 
Kind of Aſſembly is commonly called the 
* Prefbjtery, or (for Diſtinction's Sake) the 
% Claſſical Preſbytery, i.e. the Preſbytery of 


** ſuch a Rank of Churches. 2dly, Synodical, 


conſiſting of Miniſters and Eiders, ſent from 
** Preſbyterial Aſſemblies, to conſult and con- 
*© clude about Matters of common and great 
* Concernment to the Church within their Li- 


„ mits: Such was that Aſſembly mentioned 


n, 15th,” e. | | 

Toadd the greater Weight to what is advanc- 
ed by theſe Miniſiers, it muſt be remembred, 
that the moſt, if not all of them, were Members 
of the N ęſtminſter Aſſembly, and were better 
Judges of the true Intention of the Directory 
than any in this Age can pretend. ; 

To fave myſelf the Trouble of quoting more 
Authorities, to ſhew that Elders were Members 
of the Synod at Feruſalem, | refer you to the 
learned Principal Forreſter's Confutation of Epif- 
copacy, Mr. Renwick's Ordination of Elders, 
Gleſpie's Aaron's Rod, pag 302. Rutherfora's 
Peaccable Plea, pag. 374. as alio Mr. /Yright's 
Review of the. Gage Overture concerning 
Elders. - | 

I ſhall now conclude this Point about Z/ders, 
after telling you that this new Doctrine does ne- 
ceilarily inſer, that there has not been a lawful- 
ly conſtitute Court of Chriſt in Scotland, from 
the Reformation to this Day, becauſe theſe 


Courts have conſiſted of proper and improper 
Judges 
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ence; and theſe improper Judges have been ſu- 
ſtained as proper Fudges, and their Voices deci- 
foe, upon every Queſtion of that Kind that came 


juttified the Practices of the old Aſſeciate Presby= 


prebend to be lying pen you, according to the 
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Judges of Matters of Faith and Caſes of Conſes- 
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before them. Could I profelyte myſelf to this 
Scheme, I could not fit with a good Conſcience 
in a Court with ſuch Members, who, accord- 
ing to your Doctrine, can be of no other Uſe 
in Kirk-Courts, than to be Echoes to the 
Clergy. | 

By this Conduct you have reduced Pregoptery 
to a new Model and Plan, and given to the World 
a ſpecifical Difference, betwixt you and the 
Aſſociate Syned, that adopted the Principles, and 
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tery, which ſuſtained Flders proper Judges of the 
Matters of Faith, contained in the % about 
the Doctrine of Grace; and the faid Synod, furs 
ther, fuſtained Eiders as Judges of the Queſtion 
about tte Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of the 
religious Clauſe of ſome Burge/s Oaths; which 
was both a Matter of Faith, and Caſe of Con- 
fcience: And how they could be proper Judges 
of that Puetion, and Miniſters only could vote 
in the Affair of the Tranſmiſſion, as you ſeem to 
aſſert, is a Difficulty which I leave to yourſelves 
to explain, 

W hat remains to be declared, needs not give 
the ſmalleſt Surprize, viz. that I do not appear 
in this Place in the Capacity of a Pannel, to an- 
ſwer that Libel you have ſent me, but to exoner 
my Conſcience, with Reſpect to the Guilt I ap- 


Direction of the Law of God, Lev. 19. 17. 
As allo, I do hereby d:jown your Authority, and 


refuſe 


E 
refuſe to ſubject myſelf to your Conſtitution, as 
Specifically different from the Aſſociate Synod, in 
which I had the Honour of titting with you; 
being a Conſtitution, that is inconſiſtent with Preſ- 
byterian Order and Parity, that is alſo ſubverſive 
of the Nature of Presbytery, and has reduced it 
to a new Complexion and Form. And further, 
I do hereby declare, that you are incompetent 
to take any Cognizance of my Cauſe in parti- 


cular, as you have pretended to tear my Commi/= 


fron, lebind my Back, and are pre-occupied and 
determined to paſs Cenſure upon me, unleſs I 
join with you in the Terms you preſcribe, and 
that before a Libel or Hearing, in open Con- 
tempt of Reaſon and Revelation. Likeas, I do 


hereby proteſt and declare, that, as you have by _ 


the late Rupture, broken the Bond of Connexion 


with me, you have forfeited all Claim to cog- 


noſce upon my Conduct, and to be Judges of 
my Cauſe, and that any pretended Sentence a- 


gainſt me ſhall be zul} and void, as flowing from 
the Fountain. of an arbitrary Power, and a 
Stretching yourſelves beyond your Meaſure, T here- 


fore, as I dare not queſtion but my Title to the 
miniſterial Office, and Relation to my Flock, 
will continue as firm, and valid, after any pre- 
tended Sentence paſſed, or to be paſſed by you, 


as before, ſo J am reſolved through Grace, how- 


ever weak and inſufficient for that Work, to 
perſevere in the Exerciſe of every Part of my 
miniſterial] Office, as I ſha!) anſwer to the Head 
of the Church, who called me to tate heed to 
wy 47ni/iry that I fulfil it, yea, wo alſo to me 
if 1 preach nat the Goſpel. I do further profeſs 


and 


and declare my Adherence to the Word of God, 


not doubt but he will plead my Cauſe, and exe- 


E 1 
and Standards of the Church of Scotland, to the 
Judicial Ad and Te/timony, and to the Bond, 
which we jointly ſwore with uplifted Hand to 
the moſt high God, and whatever Difficulty my 
preſent Views do throw me into, yet, as I re- 
ard the Sovereignty of God in it, and deſire to 
entertain a Senſe of mine own Iniquity, I dare 


cute Judgment for me, and will at length bring 
me forth to the Light, and that I ſhall behold his 
Righteouſneſs. 


WILLIAM HUTTON, 


N. B. It is proper the Reader ſhould know, 
that the Author did not own the ſeparating 
Brethren, ſo far to be a Court of Chriſt, as 
either to lezve a Copy of his Speech with them, 
or take Inſtruments thereupon, and that he 
only uſed the Word PROTEST, as a ſolemn 
Declaration of his Mind, and not as a format 
Proteſtation, ſuch as is entered in Courts, 
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APPENDIX. 


i þ HE Account I received of ſome Ober- 


vations made upon the foregoing Speech, 

after I retired, induced me to ſubjoin the 
following Remarks, which may be uſeful to take 
off the Force of ſome Obiections that may be of- 
fered by others againſt it. 

Leſt what I have reported concerning the Be- 
haviour of Mr, James Mair Moderator, p. 12. 
ſhould meet with Contradiction, you may read 
what he aſſerts about it, in the following Miſſive 
under his Hand, 


To the Rev, MR. WILLIAM HVUr TON, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Stow. 


= D.-2. 


« That I moderated in the Aſſociate Synod, 


« April, 1747, and particularly, in the Vote 
* when the Breach took Place therein, is 
aſſerted by 

JAMES MAR. 


To inſtruct what is narrated concerning the 
Clerk, p. 12, 13. it will not be improper to in- 
form the Reader, that Mr. Gi was propoſed as 


an Aſſiſtant to him; which Burden Mr. Gib 


ſeem' d 
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E 
ſeem'd to decline: This gave Occaſion to the Rev. 
Mr. Moncrieſf, to ſay to this Purpoſe, Mr. Gib, 
er any ather Brother would aſſiſi the Clerk when 
defired ; to which fevera] Members formally aſ- 
ſented; and as others were ſilent, it ſuppoſed 
their Conſent: Who call'd the Roll at the Time 
of voting, I do not remember; but one Thing 
is certain, that Mr. Henry Er/&ine did officiate 
ſome Time, in the irt Meeting of Syned on 
ThurjJgy, and alſo in the laſt Meeting, without 
the imalleſt Objection againſt him. Wherefore, 
it could not be unjuſt to fay, as in the Speech, 
that Mr, Heury Erſfteine was Clerk at that Time, 
and, the Clerk was actual ifficiating: But you 
may hear himſelf upon this Subject, 
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To the Rev. MR. WIL IIAM Hur ron, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Stow, 


R. D. B. 


That you defired me to officiate for you, as 
« Clerk to the Afpbciate Synod, at that Sederunt, 
& at which our ſeparating Brethren went out 
© from us, and that I accordingly did this Piece 
© of Service for you, on Account of your be- 
ing indiſpoſed at that Time with a Head-ach, 
as you yourſelf told me, is affirmed by 
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HENRY ERSKINE, 


Should any diſpute the Truth of what is af- 
ſerted, p. 20, 21. that the Rev. Mr. Thomas 
Mair received his Commiſſion, in a private Con- 
eert of one and twenty Members of Synod, it is 

. neceilary 


1 
neceſſary for the Reader to know, that Mr. 
Matthew, and Charles Scot his Elder, were not 
in that private Concert in Mr. Gib's Houſe, on 
Thurſday Morning, when the Plan of the Rup- 
ture was projected, and agreed upon, nor knew. 
they any more of the intended Form of the 


Breach than others, till it came out in Mr, The- 


mas Mair's Declaration. . 

Should it be objected to the Charge I lay a- 
gainſt theſe Brethren, of ſuppreſſing Light upon 
the Queſtion in Debate, as in p. 27, 28. that 
the 4n/wers to the Reaſons of Proteſt were not 
then in Readineſs, which was the true Reaſon 
they were keep'd back at Stirling, Sept. 1746: 
I anſwer, that their Negligence in preparing 
them, was as culpable, and tended to ſuppreſs 
Light at that Time, much more than the Af- 
fair of the Tranſmiſſion, at the next Meeting of 
Synod; and their Conduct was not leſs culpable 
than their Brethrens on the other Side could be; 
eſpecially if it be obſerved, that the Order of 
the Court obliged the Synzd to call for the Rea- 
ons and Anſwers ſoreſaid at Stirling, but not at 
Edinburgh, ſeeing the common Form of Pro- 
cedure was already overturned, and theſe could 
not be call'd for again, but at the Pleaſure of 
the Court. | 
After all, I have often wondered at the Noiſe 
theſe Brethren have made, anent ſuppreſſing 
Light, about a Point of Sin and Duty, when, 
once and again, they were deſired to read the 
Reaſons of Proteſt and Anſwers, if it was to of- 
fer Light upon the Queſtion in Debate; but 
theſe Brethren would not conſent thereto, un- 


leſs the £rotefters againſt the Synod's Sentence, 


in 


1 
in April, 1746, were ſiſted Pannels, and not 
allow'd to judge in another Queſtion, which was 
fairly carried to be voted, and againſt the ſtating 
of which there was no Proteſt, namely, Mhether 
the foreſaid Sentence of Synod, finding the reli- 
gious Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs Oaths ſinful, ſhould 
be a Term of Communion or not, till it was tranſ- 
mitted to inferior Fudicatories © But this the Pro- 
teſters would not yield unto, as it would have 
been a Parting with their juſt Privilege as Mem- 
bers of the Court, eſpecially as they ſuſpected 
a manifeſt Deſign of proceeding to Cenſure a- 
gainſt them, if they did not withdraw their Pro- 
1%, as the Commiſſion of Aſſembly did in a ſimi- 
lar Caſe, in the Year 1733; and the Event has 
now proven the Juſtneſs of this Suſpicion :: The 
arbitrary and tyrannical Sentences which they 
have already pretended to paſs, and threatning 
to carry to the greateſt Height, plainly evidence, 
that it was not a Caſting of Light upon the con- 
troverted Queſtion which they then wanted, but 
to have their Brethren at their Bar, that they 
might cram down their Sentence, which chey had 
carried in a clandeſtine and moſt unfair Manner, 
by the mere Force of Church Authority. 
Should it be faid, that, to read the Reaſons of 
Proteſt and Anſwers, while the proteſting Bre- 
thren were not ſiſted Pannels at the Bar, was to 
. deviate from the Forms of an eccleſiaſtick Court, 
and therefore there was no Reaſon to expect the 
Lord's Bleſſing upon ſuch a Step: Whatever 
Strength is in this Reaſoning, yet ſome of theſe 
Brethren, if they have common Modeſty, muſt 
bluſh to juſtify their Conduct by it, if they have 
not forgot, that they did plead for the ſame In- 
| | dulgence 


3 „ 

dulgence to be ſhown to themſelves, at a certain 
Meeting of Synod, when their Reaſons of Pro— 
telt, againſt the Synod's delaying a Deciſion up— 
on the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs Oaths, 
together with the Anſwers, came upon the Field: 
The Synod ſuffered both to be read at their own 
Deſire, without reputing them Pannels. If it 
was lawful for the Synod to treat them ſo mild- 
ly, could it be an Iniquity to uſe the ſame Gen- 
tleneſs to others? But alas! Men are fonder of 
receiving Favours than they are of making a 
Return, when it is in their Power to do it. 
When this Part of our Brethrens Conduct is ſur- 
vey'd, it will be difficult to reconcile it with the 
golden Rule, Mhatſoever ye would that Men 
ſhould do to you, that do ye even ſo unto them. 

The Argument drawn from pre/byterial ue 
lity, againft the new Conſtitution, p. 23, 24. 


pretended to be nothing to the Purpoſe, becau ge, | 
in the laſt of the two Votes, upon which the Rup- 
ture took Place, there were only 43 acting Mem- 


bers, 20 voting for the Tranſmiſſion, and 2.3 proteſt- 
ing againſt it, while the zn Ying Members, of 
| whom there was a conſiderable Number, were no 
more to be regarded in the Affair of the Vote, and 
Rupture that followed upon it, than if they had not 


been preſent ; from which it is inferred, that, as 


the Proteflers againſt the Vote were more nume- 
rous than the Voters, the Power of the Court did 
devolve upon them, and the ſaid Proteſters behoved 
to be conſidered as the Synod, 

This Reaſoning is bor new and ſurpriſi Gag, 
and may juſtly raiſe the Wonder of every judi- 
cious Preſoyterian. That the Proteſters in a 
Court, againſt a Deciſion paſſed in it, are them- 
ſelves 


35 


ſelves the Court, was never thought nor ſaid till 
now, and may be truly reckon'd a new Thing 
among reaſonable Men. But, to what Purpoſe 
is ſuch a Defence? Though the en-Voters did 
not formally concur with either Side, in the At- 
fair of that Vote, yet, were they not real Mem- 
bers of the Court at that Time? Did they for- 
feit their Title to their Seats, or their Power, 
by their Silence in the Vote? Did they make a 
Compliment of their Power to theſe proteſting 
Brethren, who reaſon after this Manner? It it 
was neither forfeited nor complimented how 
came theſe Brethren to conſider them as di- 
veſted of it, and view them as mere Cyphers in 
that Court? Moreover, though ſome Members 
of a Judicature have not Clearneſs to vote upon 
a Queſtion, yet, if any Indignity be offered to 
the Court, in Conſequence of a Deciſion, have 
they not as good a Title as others, to reſent and 
oppoſe ſuch an Affront, efpecially if the Vio- 
lence of reclaiming Members ſhould tend to o- 
verturn the Conſtitution of the Judicature? Vea, 
ought they not as much as others, to appear in the 
Defence of the Conſtitution, againſt any violent 
Invading of the whole Power of the Court, by the 
ſmalleſt Number of its Members? But I chuſe not 
to be tedious in confuting an Argument, the very 
naming whereof ſufficiently expoſes its Weakneſs, 
and which every Perſon, who underſtands the Prin- 
Ciples of Pre/bytery, muſt be aſhamed to defend, 
The Brethren of the new Constitution deride 
the Argument that is offered from the Sen/es, to 
ſhow that they ſeparated from the Synod, p. 29, 
30. and they contend that their /aca! Removal, 
from Bri/to Church to * Gib's Houſe, was not 
2 | a 


E 
a Separation from the Synod, but a neceſſary 
Sland ior the Conſtitution of it. 

This indeed is eaſily ſaid, but not fo eaſily 
proven, Was the breaking down the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Synod, a neceſſary Stand for it? Was 
the wre/ting of the Power of the Keys out of 
the Hands of the great Number of the Mem- 
bers of the Synod, before they were either ac- 
euſed or judged, to be viewed in that Light? 
This is ſuch a Stand for the Conſtitution of the 
Sy nod, as theſe would make ſor the Standing of 
the Walls of a City, who, at the ſame Time 
they expreſs their Deſire for their Standing, ap- 
ply military Engines to beat them down. Fur- 
ther, how can it be pled that theſe Brethren did 
not ſeparate from the Synod, when they left it 
in the Lime of its being conſtitute? Altho' they 
proteſted, before their Removal, that ſuch a 
Meeting of the Synod was not a lawfully con- 
ſtitute Meeting of the Aﬀociate Synod, in the 

Step of the Tranſmiſſion; yet, did they proteſt 
at the ſame Time, that the Conſtitution of the 
| Synod was unhinged in all Time coming? This 
behoved to be concealed, to ſerve a Turn: Tho? 
it was proteſted as above, could ſuch a Proteſta- 
tion alter the Conſtitution of the Court? then 
might it change the Nature of Things, which 
no Proteſtation under Heaven can do. | 

I ſhall now bring this Subject, of which I am 
abundantly weary, unto a Concluſion, after tel- 
ling theſe Brethren of the new Conſtitution, that 
I am not a little ſurprized to find, from a late 
Pampblet, that the Step of the Rupture and Con- 
flitution was in Virtue of a Beam, or Ray of 
Light, that ſhined upon them, in the Time of 
| ER | Prayer 
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Prayer by a Brother, when they were in'a Rack, 
and knew not what to do. 

The Event will not permit me to think that 
they were much upon the Rach, about parting 
with their Brethrens Company; but, how to be 
free of the Burden of their Soctety, and yet be 

. the Aſſeciate Synod, was, doubtleſs, a raching 
Dueſtion : Theſe Brethren had no Inclination to 
leave others, with the Power of the Synod in 
their Hands; a Method was therefore to be 1n- 
vented, how to ſtrip them of that Power, and 
arrogate the whole to themſelves : A Scheme at 
length is found out for that Purpoſe ; 2. e. a Plan 
is concerted, for making themſelves the Aſſociate 
Synod, and for railing themſelyes above others, 
and poſſeſſing Preheminence; a very ſuſpicious 
Mark of Orthodoxy! Hereby they find them- 
ſelves cloathed with a Power to diſpoſe of their 
Brethrens Commiſſions as they ſee proper. Strange! 
what Apology ſhall be offered for this wonderful” 
Invention? Truly, a very uncommon one, it 
was owing to a Beam or Ray of Light, where- 
with they were viſited, when in the utmoſt Per- 

plexity. This was lucky for our Brethren, i 
true: If they had it from the ſure Word of Pro- 
pheſy, it is wiſh'd they had ſignified from what 
Part of it this Light did come, that their Bre- 
thren might have ſhared of the Benefit of it; 

and it is defired, that, in their next, they gene- 
rouſſy communicate it for their Advantage. If 
it came from another Quarter, it is not like to 
meet with more Eſteem than one of John of 
Leyden's Revelations; nor indeed is it like to be- 
of more Service to the Intereſt of 1 Kingdom 
of. Chriſt, as yet, than his were 
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An ADDRESS to Strrous CRLSsTIAVs, 


on Occas1oN of the PRESENT DeBaTeE, 


W AS unwilling to put the former Part of 
1 this Paper into the Hands of any of the 

true Lovers of Zion, without preſenting to 
their View, ſome of theſe neceſſary Exerciſes, 
that the late mournful Providence doth loudly 
challenge from ſuch, when the Fire of the 
Lord's Wrath is flaming in his Sanctuary, and 
is threatning to burn up all the Synagogues of 
God within the Land. 

It is proper for you to ſearch into the Cau/z 
of the Lord's awful Controverſy gone out a- 
gainſt us; all are guilty before God, and have 
a deep Hand in the Provocation ; the Weakneſs 
and Miſtakes of Miniſters are, alas! too con- 
ſpicuous: But you are not to entertain a Con- 
ceit, that you are blameleſs, and have not your 
own Share of that Guilt, which has kindled a 
Fire upon Mount Zion: It is fit for each of you 
therefore to aſk, What have JI done? If your 
Conſciences be duly enlightened, they will find 
out an Anſwer to this Queſtion, and will not fail 
to ſet before your Eyes a long Catalogue of hei- 
nous Iniquities that are to be found with you. 
If the Spirit of God be dealing with your Souls, 
you cannot fail to ſee your great Barrenneſs un- 
der the Means of Grace, and your Formality » 

: the 


E 
the Service and Worſhip of God; your little 
| Acquaintance with the Power of Godlineſs up- 
on your own Hearts, and the Want of a due 
Zeal and tender Concern for the Glory of God; 
your habitual Carnality, and Earthly-minded- 
neſs, your great Unbelief, and Conformity to 
the World: Theſe Evils, alas] have leavened 
the whole Lump of the Profeſſors of this Age. 
May it not alſo be efteem'd as one of the 
Cauſes of the preſent Quartel, which the Lord 
has with us, that a Te/timony againſt the Sins of 
the Generation has not been managed with that 
Meekneſs of Spirit, that godly Sorrow for the 
Diſhonour done to God thereby, and that ten- 
der Concern for the reclaiming of others, which 
was neceſſary for adorning our diſtinguiſhed Pro- 
feſſion. Inſtead hereof, have not oo many been 
glad to hear of new S'eps of Defection in the 
eftabliſhed Church, as they contributed to their 
own Vindication in ſeparating from her? While 
People are under the Influence of ſuch a Spirit, 
their Eſſays to witneſs for God (though theſe in 
themſelves be very neceſſary,) are but a Smoke } 
in his Noſtrils; and flow from that Hypocriſy of 
Spirit, which, like the dead Flee in the Ointment 
of a Teſtimony, makes it to have an unſavoury 
Smell. The above Evils, with many others which 
might be named, are too rampant in the profeſ- 
ſing Body, and they are rare Perſons who may 
not too juſtly charge them upon themſelves, 
When you diſcern your own Guilt, it is high 
Time for you to turn to the Lord, acting Faith 
upon an exalted Redeemer, both for Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sin, looking to him to redeem 
you from all iniquity, and to pour out upon you 
the Spirit of Grace and Supplication, that you 
| | may 
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may mourn for your own Sins, as Doves in the A 
Jallies. When you are bleſſed with this Spirit, 
every Affront and Indignity offered to God, wilt 
fill your Hearts with Grief, and Rivers of Wa- 
ter will run down your Eyes, becauſe Sinners 
do not keep his Law. 

Study to have your Dependence upon Chriſt, 
for Direction in the Path of Duty: He is given 
for a Leader unto the People; he teaches his Peo- 
ple to profit, and leads them in the Way where- 
in they ſhould go; and though you be in Dark- 
neſs about your Duty, yet you may be encou- 2 
raged to truſt in him as your Guide, who leads 
the blind by a May they know not. And, in or- 

der to your receiving Conduct from him, be- 
ware of a Dependence upon your own Wiſdom ; 
1f any Man be wiſe, let him become a Fool, that 
he may be wije ; tor it is not in Mun that walk- 

eth to direct his Steps. Guard alfo againſt a De- 
pendence on others, leſt you be left to wander 

in untrodden Paths: It is too common for Chri- 

ſtians, when Diviſions break out in the Church, 
to be betray'd into the Following of Men, out of 
their too great Affection to them: Study there- 
fore to ceaſe. from Man, whoſe Breath is in his No- 
firils, for wherein is he to be accounted of © that 
you may follow the Lamb whither ſoever he goeth. 
Tou may juſtly view the prefent Rupture, as 

the Fruit of the Departure of the Spirit, and 
the great Decay of Chriſtian Love. The Pre- 

ſence of the Spirit, and mutual Love, are the 
principal Ligaments, whereby Chriſtians are firm- 

ly united to one another: When the Spirit is 

therefore denied, and Chriſtian Love begins to 
decreaſe, the firmeſt Bonds of Chriſtian Fellow- 
ſhip being weakned, we need not wonder _ 
| | | | the. 
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the Staff of Bands is eaſily broken, and Chriſti- 
ans give way to Diviſions, and become ſtrange 
to one another, who were formerly kind, and 
took ſweet Counſel together, and walked into the 
Houſe of God in Company. Whence it may be 
_ eaſily inferred, that, till the Spirit of the Lord 
be poured out, and Love to Chriſt, and the 
Members of the myſtical Body, be revived in 
the Hearts of the Saints, we need not expect 


that the preſent awful Breach will be healed, 


to the Comfort of the People of God. You 
have the utmoſt Reaſon to beware of a Spirit of 
Rancor and Bitterneſs, that are too natural and 
common with Profeſſors, when Diviſtons ariſe 
in the Church of God; FVratb, Malice, Ha- 
tred, Debate, Deceit, perverſe Diſputings, evil 
Surmiſings, are indeed found by fatal Experience 
to be the ſad Attendants of this awful Rupture, 
whereby, alas! the common Badge of Chriſt's 
Diſciples is now ſcarce to be diſcerned amongſt 
them: Who, that has a juſt View of theſe aw- 
ful Evils, can refrain their Voice from Weep— 
ing, or their Eyes from Tears, and when they 
behold thoſe diſmal Fruits of our preſent Diffe- 
rences ? for the Diviſions of Reuben, there may 
be juſtly great Thoughts of Heart, Were there 
more of the Spirit of Chriſt' amongſt us, there 
would follow more Meekneſs and true Chriſtian 
Leal: By the latter, our Concern for our own 
Credit in any Difference, would be in a great 
Meaſure, ſwallowed up; and, by the former, we 
would be induced to ſuppreſs the Heat of our own 
Spirits againſt others; and if we ſhould ſee them 
in an Error, this would conſtrain us to regret 
their Caſe, and weep in Secret upon their Ac- 

; count, 
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count, without giving way to Bitterneſs againſt 
them. O that there were ſuch Hearts within us 

Do not give way to Deſpair about the Inte- 
reſt and Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
The preſent Differences are very threatning 
and, were we to judge of the Event by the pre- 
ſent gloomy Appearance of Things, we could 
ſcarce refrain from fearing that the Cauſe of a 
Teſtimony would fall into the higheſt Contempt, 
and the late promiſing Appearance of the Lord's 
Work ſhould be entirely blaſted ; yet, if you 
turn your Eyes to theſe Promiſes that have a Re- 
ſpect to Zion, you may juſtly perſuade yours 
ſelves, that there is Hope in Tfrael concerning 
this Matter, If Profeſſors be reeling and ſtag- 
gering like drunken Men, yet God is in the midſt 
of Lion, ſhe ſhall not be moved, the Lord will 
help her, and tiat right early, If your Minds 
be perplexed when you behold theſe, who were 
lately in entire Harmony, now divided and ſcat- 
tered one from another, it is proper to apply the 
Comfort of that encouraging Promiſe, He that 
ſcattered Iſrael, will alſo gather Iſrael, and teep 
him, as a Shepherd doth his Flock. Are your 
Minds burdened, when you perceive the Yatch- 
men confounded in their Languages, and ſeeing 
different Viſions for the People? Though this be 
Ground of S:rrowing, yet not of Deſpair ; for 
the Lord hath promiſed for your Comfort, The 
Watchmen ſhall lift up the Voice, with the Voice 
together ſball they ſing; for they ſhall fee Eye to 
Eye, when the Lord fhall bring again Zion. 
W herefore comfort yourſelves and one another, 
-with theſe Words of him that cannot lie, and 
be mindful of the Good that the Lord hath ſpo-. 
ten concerning Zion. . Let 
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Let not this Rupture in the witneſſing Body, 
with its melancholy Effects, ſhake you, about 
the Neceſſity and Equity of a Teſimony, lifted 
up againſt the Backſlidings of the preſent Gene- 
ration: The Lord hath permitted this Event, 
for your Trial, to ſee if you will continue with 
_ Chriſt in his Temptations, and follow him thro' © 
good and bad Report. What although you be 
loaded with the Reproach and Scorn of them 
that dwell ar Eaſe, becauſe of the Weakneſſes 
and Miſtakes of your ſpiritual Guides, and Fel- 
low-witneſſes; yet remember that the Work of 
the Lord is honourable and glorious; and what- 
ever Infamy and Shame may attend the Cauſe of 
Chrift, yet he has ſaid, Bleſſed is he whoſoever 
hall not be offended in me. 
The preſent Providence ſhould be improven as 
an Excitement to Prayer, and fervent Wreſt- 
ling with God: Your own Situation makes this 
Exerciſe neceſſary, becauſe the Day of Trial 
requires uncommon Grace, that by your Car- 
riage and Chriſtian Behaviour you may glorify 
your heavenly Father; and this, again, lays you 
under a Neceſſity to importune a Throne of 
Grace, that you may obtain Mercy, and find 
Grace to help in this Time of Need. Although 
the Bleſſings of the new Covenant, which are 
rich and comprehenſive, be freely promiſed ; 
yet, for theſe Things the Lord will be enquired 
of by the Houſe of Iſrael, &c, Let not your 
Petitions and Requeſts be confined to yourſelves; 
a liberal Heart dewiſeth liberal Things; it is your 
Duty to ſupplicate a gracious God, that Sinners, 
who are in Hazard of periſhing in their Diſtance 
from God, may be pluck'd as Brands out of the 
Burning, and be tranſlated out of Darkneſs in- 
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inte. Above all, let the Intereſt of the Church 


ſend a plenteous Rain to his Heritage, and Wa- 
ter it when it is weary. As the Lord is depart- 
ed, and gone to his Place, it is proper to pray, 
that he may //* up his Peet to theſe long Deſola- 
tions, and cauſe his Steps of Majeity to be ſeen 
in his Sanctuary. The 3 furniſh ſuffi- 


cient Encouragement for thi E Bxorgile, | 


for he has not ſaid to the Seed of Jatob, ſeek 
ye me in vain; yea, the effeftual ferutnt Pray- 


er of the Righteous availeth much: He will re- 


gard the Prayer of the deſlitute, and not deſpiſe 


their Prayer, Continue therefore in this Work, 


till he build up Zion, and appear in his Glory; 
and till ſhe become a quiet Habitation, and the 
Foy of the whole Earth. May the Lord haſten 
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3 Light: And as the Houſ- 
beſet with ares and Tenta- 


